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ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN DEFINITELY ASSURED 


The national advertising campaign for canned foods will 
start in November or December issues of leading publications. 
A substantial sum has been definitely subscribed to underwrite it. 

A special committee representing the subscribers will be in 
charge of the campaign, and the MacManus Advertising Agency, 
in consultation with this committee, is now working out plans 
for the coming year. 

While details of the entire campaign cannot be announced 
at present, it will be essentially educational in character and will 
be directed to the consumer. The principal mediums to be used 
will be women’s magazines. 

The advertising will be carried in the name of the National 
Canners Association, and will convey directly to millions of 
American homes the scientifically established facts about canned 
foods. 

This campaign should not only have an educational value of 
lasting benefit to the industry but also serve to arouse the im- 
mediate interest of buyers in the purchase of canned food prod- 
ucts for the home. 


HAVE YOU MADE YOUR STOCK REPORT? 


Canners are again reminded that prompt return of the stock 
report schedules to the Department of Commerce will insure 
early announcement of the results of the October Ist survey. 

The industry needs these figures to plan its business for the 
coming months, and everyone who has agreed to cooperate in the 
survey is urged to act promptly. 


ORAL ARGUMENTS IN RATE CASE COMPLETED 


Oral arguments before the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion in the 15 per cent freight rate increase case were completed 
on September 30, and the Commission now has the case under 
consideration. The oral arguments were heard by the eleven 
members of the Commission and the five state commissioners 
sitting with them. 

In his argument on September 28, Mr. Spencer Gordon sum- 
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marized the outstanding features of the testimony presented on 
behalf of the canning industry at the Chicago hearing. 

Mr. Gordon’s argument stressed the fact that canning is an 
agricultural industry; that it affords a very large market for 
agricultural products; that the welfare of a large proportion of 
fruit and vegetable producers is dependent upon the welfare of 
the canners; that the canning industry is not in condition to 
carry the burden of higher freight rates; and that it is even less 
able to withstand the results of any discrimination that would 
increase rates on its products while not making a similar in- 
crease on fresh fruits and vegetables. 


ITALIAN TOMATO CROP DECLINES THIRTY PER CENT 

The following radiogram, dated September 30, was received 
by the Department of Commerce from the American trade com- 
missioner at Rome: 

“Naples Consulate estimates tomato crop 30 per cent under 
last crop, due to diminished planting and protracted drought. 
Quality reported good. Estimated quantity canned 50 per cent 
under 1930. Price c. i. f. New York, about 10 per cent under 
1930.” 

REPORT QUALITY TOMATO PACK 

The Baltimore station of the Federal Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration has completed a survey of tomato canning plants 
in Maryland and Virginia and finds that this season’s pack easily 
meets the U. S. standards established under the McNary-Mapes 
law, according to D. M. Walsh, chief of the station. The survey 
included some 400 canneries. 

Mr. Walsh stated that the prolonged periods of hot weather, 
followed by heavy rains, greatly cut down the yield of tomatoes 
in many sections of the two states, so that their pack of canned 
tomatoes this year will probably be less than 50 per cent of 
normal. 

Enforcement of the McNary-Mapes amendment to the Na- 
tional pure food law made inspection of these canneries doubly 
important this year, Mr. Walsh stated, and had an effect upon 
the canners themselves, who produced practically no substand- 
ard goods. “Packers were unusually careful in putting up 
canned tomatoes this season,” he said, “as they have found no 
market for the substandard product to date. Having been noti- 
fied of the provisions of the McNary-Mapes amendment, the can- 
ners were careful to put up a pack that would not require the 
substandard labeling provided under the law for tomatoes that 
do not meet the standards promulgated by the Secretary.” 
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CANADIAN CANNERS FORESEE LESS PRICE CUTTING 


In view of estimates that the tomato pack in Eastern Canada 
will be but one-half of the 1930 volume and that the pack of peas 
will be less than one-third of the amount canned in 1930, it is 
expected that price competition in these lines will be consider- 
ably less than in 1930, according to information furnished by the 
American assistant trade commissioner at Toronto. Last year 
a number of canners were embarrassed by surplus inventories 
of several foodstuffs, particularly peas, and, as a result, prices 
dropped to a point at which it was possible for 10 and 15 cent 
stores to handle these products. 


CERTIFICATION OF CANNED FOODS SHOWING TWO OR MORE 
GRADES 


The Bureau of Agricultural Economics has issued a memo- 
randum to canned fruit and vegetable grading offices, which is 
of general interest to canners whose products have been, or will 
be, graded for the purpose of receiving a certification of grade. 
The memorandum states: 


Our method of certifying the grade of the individual cans in samples 
submitted to our offices for grading has given rise to considerable comment 
on the part of the trade. We are in receipt daily of requests for informa- 
tion as to the meaning of our grade certifications. In a long distance tele- 
phone conversation with a warehousing concern making constant use of 
our service, the question was raised: Certificate No. — shows “11 cans 
U. 8S. Grade C (standard) 1 can off grade (substandard), below U. S. 
Standard low quality but not illegal.” What grade shall we show on our 
warehouse receipts? 


Our reply was to the effect that the samples show that the goods are 
not of one grade and that the lot of samples may not be certified without 
exceptions being noted. We suggested that the warehouse receipt be issued 
showing “Grade not certified. See certificate of grade attached.” The fol- 
lowing letter has been addressed by Mr. Sherman to a prominent broker on 
this subject, a portion of which will be of interest to you and serve as a 
guide in answering requests for information on this subject which are 
doubtless coming to you with more or less frequency. 


“Our policy of not certifying a grade when there was a considerable 
range of quality in the cans constituting the sample was arrived at after 
considerable discussion. I have now reviewed the matter with the Director 
of Regulatory Work, who has general charge of the administration of the 
Food and Drugs Act, in the light of your letters, and it is still felt that this 
Bureau should do no more than to act as a fact finding body. We cannot 
state that a car of tomatoes is a car of standard grade if we find therein 
some stock which is substandard and which, according to an Act of Con- 
gress, must be labeled as substandard before it may legally be shipped in 
interstate commerce. 

“It is not within our province to attempt to interpret contracts made 
between buyers and sellers of canned foods. Congress has given the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture no power to decide what is or what is not good de- 
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livery as he may do under the Perishable Agricultural Commodities Act in 
the case of carload shipments of fresh fruits and vegetables which become 
the subject of dispute after entering into interstate commerce. 


“It is obvious that if we should attempt to average various qualities 
found in any lot and say that on the whole this lot is equal in value to a lot 
of standard grade of extra standard, we would be going far beyond 
our authority. Our decision would not prevent either party from taking 
the case to court and the courts might disagree with our reasoning. We 
might be subjected to well merited rebuke for having exceeded our 
authority in attempting to influence the adjustment of disputes over 
contracts. 


“Your letter of September 21 refers particularly to certificate No. 5112, 
which is returned herewith. This certificate shows “Two cans are below 
McNary-Mapes Amendment requirements because of excessive skin present. 
Eight cans grade U. S. C, two cans grade U. S. B, etc.’ You say, ‘We 
naturally are concerned as to whether we do or don’t have a car of standard 
tomatoes.’ 


“According to the legal description of U. S. Standard as determined by 
the Food and Drug Administration, there are two cans of the twelve ex- 
amined which are not standard and which it is illegal to ship in interstate 
commerce without the substandard label. Therefore it seems obvious to us 
that this lot cannot be properly merchandised as of standard grade. Ex- 
amination has shown one-sixth of the sample to be substandard. These 
particular cans could have moved in interstate commerce only in violation 
of law unless labeled substandard. 

“We are not authorized to say what action the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration would have taken had they sampled this lot with the same results 
which we obtained. It would seem to us that if this entire lot were labeled 
as standard it would be subject to seizure under the Food and Drug Act if 
samples drawn by the representatives of that organization gave the same 
result. Final disposition of the goods might depend upon what the court 
felt to be a reasonable interpretation and application of the law. It is our 
opinion that a lot of tomatoes containing one-sixth substandard can be 
shipped in interstate commerce without the substandard label only at ihe 
owner's risk. We believe that such shipment would be a violation of the 
letter of the law. 

“We sincerely regret the impossibility of issuing an unqualified state- 
ment of grade on so many of the lots examined. We are making every 
effort to ascertain and report the exact facts concerning each sample in- 
spected. We feel that we can do no more and no less than to report these 
facts on the certificate exactly as we find them. The mixture of different 
grades in single shipments or in the day’s run at the factory can be cor- 
rected only by the canner. 

“No statement can appear on our certificate which implies that any lot 
of canned goods may legally be merchandised as of standard grade or better 
if it is found to contain any substandard goods which are not labeled as ie- 
quired in the Act. 


“It is to be hoped that a study of these certificates by those who pack 
and handle canned fruits and vegetables will emphasize the need of greater 
care in the separation of lots which differ in quality. Such separation wil! 
result in even running lots in which practically all of the goods will fall 
within a single grade. Much of the difficulty apparently could be obviated 
by improved workmanship.” 
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TRUCK SHIPMENTS BELOW LAST YEAR'S RECORD 

Combined shipments of 34 important fruits and vegetables 
during the week ended September 26 increased to 20,500 cars, 
but this was still about 7,000 lighter than for the same period 
in 1930. The leading lines were potatoes with 4,330 cars, apples 
with 4,165, and grapes with 3,845 cars. 

Tomatoes still required 565 cars, compared with 1,215 a year 
ago. Leading sources were California, Indiana, New York and 
Ohio. Almost equal quantities of apples came from eastern and 
from western states. The West originated 2,050 cars, of which 
Washington furnished 1,300, Idaho 455, California 175 and 
Oregon 60 cars. Eastern districts were credited with 2,120 cars 
of apples last week. The Virginias forwarded 730, Illinois 325, 
New York 260, Vermont 135, and Michigan, Missouri and Kansas 
about 100 cars each, while Pennsylvania shipped 665 cars. 


CaRLot SHIPMENTS 


Total Total 
Sept. Sept. Sept. thissea- lastsea- Total 
Commodity 20-26 13-10 21-27 sonthru sonthru last 
1931 1931 1930 Sept.26 Sept.27 season 
Apples, total 4,166 8,127 4,618 15,351 18,006 100,708 
Eastern states 2,117 1,805 1,948 8,438 9,648 48,256 
Western states 2,040 1,822 2,670 6,013 8,358 66,542 
Beans, snap and lima 10 12 20 8,750 9,043 9,550 
Reets 11 8 1,555 
Cabbage 075 28,652 21,700 $8,319 
Carrots 118 10,102 12,429 
Cauliflower 206 186 128 1,076 1,154 9,615 
Cucumbers ws 19 43 {M4 6,168 7,187 7,663 
Mixed deciduous truit 7 105 184 3,323 5,823 5,921 
Mixed vegetables 307 400 467 23,161 25,011 $1,180 
Peaches 383 (4 355 45,435 88,251 88,490 
Pears S5S 1,138 1,993 15,2383 21,757 28,835 
Peas, green: 
Domestic 77 74 ms 6,588 6,456 6,800 
Imports , 0 5 1 33 25 25 
Peppers .. 19 2h 46 2,624 2,315 2,786 
Plums and prunes 120 473 14 5,086 8,620 8,716 
Spinach ; 11 10 6 9,421 9,436 9,636 
Tomatoes nae 573 1,216 24,200 28,298 34,050 


COLOMBIA INCREASES IMPORT DUTIES 

A Colombian decree of September 27th increases the import 
duty on a long list of products, the new duties becoming effective 
at Colombian ports on September 30th, with no period of grace 
for shipments enroute, according to a cablegram from the Amer- 
ican commercial attache at Bogota. 

The decree doubles the rates on canned vegetables; smoked, 
salted or dried meat and fish, including those in oil or sauce; 
condensed milk; jellies and jams, and foodstuffs not specifically 
classified in the tariff. On capers, pickles, mushrooms, and fresh 
truffles, the new rates are six times the rates formerly in force. 
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BUSINESS INDICATORS 
(Weeks ended Saturday ; weekly average 1023-1025 100) 


— 19381- 
Sept. 26 Sept.19 Sept.12 Sept.27 Sept. 20 Sept. 13 
Composite Index : * 


New York Times .. 68.0 t70.0 83.6 85.2 86.4 

Business Week 71.3 86.2 85.6 84.1 
Freight car loadings 775 60.6 00.1 00.4 100.7 
Wholesale prices (Fisher's) : 

All commodities OS.6 83.1 83.6 83.4 

Agricultural products 48 55.9 85.6 87.1 87.1 

Non-agricultural products 71.6 72.2 80.7 80.9 80.0 
Bank debits outside New 

York City 88.2 4.7 63.1 106.5 116.0 90.8 
Bond prices 00.4 101.4 103.3 100.0 108.7 108.6 
Stock prices .. 102.2 107.3 115.6 103.7 203.8 210.5 
Interest rates: 

Call money 36.4 36.4 36.4 48.5 45 60.6 

Time money 40.0 $4.3 40.0 67.7 74.3 75.4 
Business failures 118.7 104.7 97.3 110.0 122.1 113.8 

* Revised. 
+ Relative to a computed normal taken as 100, 
Car Loapinos 
Merchandise 
Total Miscellaneous L. Other 

Week ended September 10 742,628 275,555 217,912 249,161 
Previous week ; 667,750 251,413 187,645 228,602 
Corresponding week, 1930. . 052,561 382,137 244,800 325,624 
Corresponding week, 1920 1,167,305 475,700 271,407 420,198 


CITRUS BY-PRODUCTS LABORATORY IN TEXAS 


The Bureau of Chemistry and Soils of the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture is to open a new citrus laboratory, for which funds 
were appropriated by the last Congress, at Weslaco, Tex., on the 
land of the Texas State Experiment Station in the center of the 
citrus-growing territory of Texas. The Weslaco and Mercedes, 
Tex., Chambers of Commerce have agreed to erect a suitable 
building, and work on problems of citrus-fruit utilization will 
begin as soon as the buildings are completed and the equipment 
is installed. 

The first year’s work will center largely upon problems of 
grapefruit utilization. The laboratory will study the composi- 
tion of different varieties of Texas grapefruit to learn what stage 
of maturity is most favorable for preservation, and will also 
investigate the utilization of waste from canneries and juice 
factories and the feasibility of preparing grapefruit oil, pectin, 
naringin, and other by-products. 


EXPORTS OF CANNED GOODS IN AUGUST 


Shipments of canned goods to foreign countries in August 
were generally smaller than in the corresponding month of last 
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year, although some individual items showed gains. The export 
figures as compiled by the Department of Commerce follow: 


August, 1980 August, 1081 


Articles Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total ............... 1,870,120 $485,629 1,202,439 $408,119 
806,154 342,188 850,087 307,104 
Other . 272,089 84,863 112,152 22,825 
Canned Vegetables, 7,747,751 710,539 3,023,488 323,064 
Baked beans, and pork and beans.. 1,000,142 50,459 «376,189 27,408 
4,179,418 366,814 272,436 52,382 
Other 283,138 28,208 322,578 20,974 
Condensed milk . .. $520,688 564,973 1,476,681 245,070 
Evaporated milk ............. ... 6,228,472 466,470 4,465,514 346,240 
Canned fruits, total 26,200,751 2,213,339 24,555,204 1,830,425 
Apples and 228,763 12,802 373,246 15,112 
Apricots 1,675,218 143,080 2,017,501 136,790 
Loganberries ....... 1,042,278 105,066 1,051,645 87,881 
Other berries ......... re 302,425 40,046 80,171 13,544 
Cherries 90,207 15,906 73,401 9,623 
Fruits for salad..... 2,081,028 258,194 2,561,308 206,504 
Grapefruit 160,539 10,591 
Peaches 9,669,118 636,100 9,680,048 624,535 
4,480,658 431,486 5,380,172 402,820 
Pineapple 6,342,862 530,309 2,892,532 204,074 
104,851 10,370 41,420 8,966 
264,258 28,140 284,316 23,986 
Salmon .. 2.361 ,620 496,551 3,061,272 7 BO 
Sardines .... §,181,820 304,200 «2,745,719 183,704 


FORECAST OF FREIGHT MOVEMENT 


Shippers of the country, through estimates submitted to the 
Shippers’ Regional Advisory Boards, anticipate that carload ship- 
ments of the 29 principal commodities in the fourth quarter of 
1931 will be approximately 6,153,250 cars, a reduction of 508,500 
cars, or 7.6 per cent, below the corresponding period in 1930. 

Shipments of canned food products, including catsup, jams, 
jellies, pickles, preserves, etc., are estimated at 51,215 tons, as 
compared with actual shipments of 53,645 tons in the last quarter 
of 1930, a decrease of 4.5 per cent. 


GERMAN CANNING INDUSTRY 


The economic crisis of 1930 reacted strongly on the German 
canning industry, causing a decline in the number of factories 
and number of workers, according to information received from 
‘ie Berlin office of the Department of Commerce. Following the 
stabilization of the German currency, and especially since 1926, 
the canning industry developed very rapidly until 1929, when 
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the upward trend came to a stop. The year 1930 brought the 
first decline. The number of medium and large plants in the 
fruit and vegetable canning industry increased from 1926 to 
1929 to a total of 676, while the number of workers increased 
from 24,550 to 33,457. In 1930 the number of plants dropped 
to a total of 643, while the number of workers declined to 
27,969. 

Out of the 33 factories that were shut down in 19380, 31 
were large plants. On the other hand, the medium plants with 
5 to 49 workers were able to maintain their position. 


CANNERY SANITATION DISCUSSED 


At the annual meeting of the American Public Health Asso- 
ciation in Montreal, September 14-17, Mr. E. L. Filby, chief engi- 
neer of the Florida State Board of Health, presented a paper 
before a joint meeting of the Public Health Engineering and the 
Food, Drug and Nutrition Sections of the Association, on “Sani- 
tary Regulation of Canneries.” 

Mr. Filby criticized the attitude of certain canners who main- 
tain that sanitary methods are of little consequence because the 
sterilizing process to which canned foods are subjected makes 
them safe. He said that to some extent this attitude has been 
apparent in connection with the “cold-pack” fruit industry. 

Sanitary regulations for canneries were discussed and a sani- 
tary code was recommended, based on certain state regulations 
and the sanitary code of the Nationa! Canners Association. 
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